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OUR NEW COVER 
The South African Journal of Botany is a vehicle for publication of peer-reviewed, strictly scientific articles on all facets of 
botanical research. 
The new cover design depicts a distinctive representative of the African flora, a baobab, Adansonia digitata, against a gold-
en-brown background evocative of a dry African winter landscape. Adansonia digitata is the type species of the genus which 
has African, Madagascan and Australian representatives. Radio-carbon dating has shown that baobabs may live for up to 
3000 years. 
Baobabs have many uses. Young leaves may be cooked and eaten as a vegetable. The large fruit contains nut-like seeds 
which , when roasted are edible and highly nutritious. The whitish pulp in which the seeds are embedded is a source of vita-
min C, tartaric acid and potassium bitartrate. The pulp is soaked in water to produce a palatable and nutritious drink, or a por-
ridge used by indigenous people to promote lactation, and for other medicinal applications. 
The smooth, soH, fibrous bark, when pounded, yields fibre which is woven by African peoples into mats, hats, ropes and 
bags. 
The trunks of old trees, which may attain a circumference of up to 28m, are often hollow and have been used as store-
rooms, dwellings, refuges from wild animals and even prisons. 
Many legends and superstitions have evolved around baobabs, perhaps the best-known being that God planted the tree 
upside-down, which is, of course, an allusion to the supposed resemblance of the bare, leafless twigs of the crown of these 
deciduous trees in winter to gnarled roots. 
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